obecene bi . And lions and
e R rosr— 1E‘¢ llﬂl.otonl)m bird af prey :
G banners, swords and whips have danced
THE OREGON QUESTION. :ﬂ::".;hmwmwm s in what Junius
s ey i calls the ** mazes of m
| NATE s All these fervors and extravaganoes of eloquence and

» SEN'“Lﬂ‘m " 1 otism ’Mwmdinr!dﬁlmﬁhm from i:anb-h con-
Mr. PEARCE said be had been charged with the | ta- ! sideration of the subject. From setinament in. the coun-
um.:;:hoseumuflmmurid.Mmlﬂndludc_wuﬁghlh!h'_kﬂlum mmwwm

which required that he should ask the indulgence of the Sen- ,-‘:;‘“’"‘“‘, poss M‘*"""M S mmnuum'

ate while he made a few remarks. ‘This memorial was adopt-
ed at & mecting of the citimens of Queen Anne's county, in the
Siate of Maryland. It relates 1o the condition of the Oregon
question, the rights of the nation, and the duty of the Govem-
ment in regard to that question. It is entitled to wuch respect :

e of both political parties, met to exercise thuir undoubted
np'lgbl of examining the measures of Government, and speak-

ing freely thoir opinions. This meeting was called by geatle- | but that the right must be clea
: \ ol Its officers mmluufﬁh_ i
li and | sort 1o arms.
gon, and e
are

men of the political party to which T amn ud

were divided, but those who conducted the p o
debates werve all of the same school of polities as yourself, sir.
They are all well known to me, and [ ean vouch for them in-
dividuslly s persons of iutelligence, honor, and weight of
character. The genil who | I the ial is o
man venejable for years and for all that can give dignity to
character or authority o opinion—the ardent friond of Gen.
Jackson, the sapporter of Mr. Van Buren's administration,
sl of the present Chiel [ The mass of the meet-
ing was conposed of the members of an agricultural commu- |-
llil!\f as respectable for intelligence, honesty, and patriotic spirit
as those of any rural district in the —men who love
their country, its institations, and its true glory ; as little like-
Iy to be influenced by timid apprehensions it

by the raut of political demagogues ; ready to make any sacei-
fice to sustuin the Government in the vindieation of elear and
undoabied rights, and resalved to hold it to the strictest nc-
countability if they should be involved in an war.
They believe that the peace of the country is seriously endan-
gered by the condition of the Oregon controversy. ‘I'hey had
noticed  the. declarution made by the President in his inaugu-
ral speech that our right o the whole of the Uregon territory
was clear and indi the startled sur-

ought to
been assertod and
arguments ; that it had

. pt, il the joint occupancy were
to be terminated, as he advised, and our title to the whole of
Oregon, sustained by itrefragable facts and arguments, was 10
be firmly maintained, there could be no mode of doing thisex-
cept by an appeal to the sword. They were confirmed in this
opinion when they saw by the published correspondence that
the President wonld consent to no mode of arbitration, becanse
the territorial rights of this nation ave not in his opinion s fit
subject for arbitration.  They were not ignorant of the priuci-
ples adopted by writers on nutural and national law, that, ae-
cording to the publicists, all peacesble means of adjusting na-
tional disputess should be employed before a resort 1o foree ;
that arbitralion was one of these mesne, being conformable 1o
the law of nations for the decision of every dispute which does
net involve rights il to the existence of the nation, or
such as were so eertain, clear, and incontestable that the
claims of the other party were manifest aod insincere pretences.,
They knew that the United States had in varions instances
submitled important nationsl rights to arbiteation, and that in
every case but one the result had been conclusive and satisfac-
try to the nation. They knew that in these instances the
Government of the United States ha submitted territorial rights
to arbitration. This was done, as they know, by Jay's treaty

in 1784,  You will tecollect, wir, that there was then a dis-

te a8 1o the eastern boundary of Maine, arising from an un-
Ey’.u*wnﬂuﬁm&. Croix intended by the
of Our territorial rights dependan

and prosperity of the people.
fur it is not the voiee of faction ; it does not utter the hnguage | from military achievement—thal
of party ; it is not the coutrivance of mere politicians, whose | hewildor and dazzles to blind ;" and which
business is Lo armign or to defend an Administration, chiefly | boen highest and proudest in the hi
with a view 1o their own personol advancement. It is the | when the people were in the lowest i
voice of the people, spoken in u primary sssembly of the peo- [ and ubasement.

and of all those facts and arguments which have been so often
repeated in the lnst
hnye become irrefragable, though these

i | which was made under peculiar circumstances, and

and Gireat Britain have oceasioned
to the American peaple ; that
stato of unexampled progress,

L false glare *

They say that there are national rights which eannot be
and pational injuries which must be redressed,

r, the injuries flagrant, wnd all
Phey mhuhmbarm:)m-
. then inquire what are our rights in Ore-
xamine briefly but forcibly the Spanish title. They
informed of ail the negotiations on this subject,

thirty years that svmne persons think they

by our Government, t the mutual oceupancy of the territory
by virtue of eonventions in force for twenty-eight years, and
to the negotiution of 1818, by which, if Bpain then had a
good title 1y Oregon, the United Siates and Great Britain,
they say, unjustly and dishonorably combined to strip that
hervic but fallen State of her territorial rights. They repel
this charge by showing the invalidity of the Spanidh title. 1f
it be said, in reply to this, that there was a clowse in the
convention of 1818 saving the rights of other States, it
at all events, be admitted that when negotinting with England,
as the United States then were, for the division of the north-
west ferritory, they could not have acknowledged and acqui-
esced in, but must have denied the antiquated claim of Spain
to the exclusive sovereignty of the territory. The memorial-
ists recite all the principles adopted by publicists s to territo-
rial rights acquired by discovery, occupation, and settlement,
They remark that for two hundred years after her discoveries
Spain had not, at any time, a single settlement dn the coust
the main land, from San Francisco to Prince William
Sound, cither by authoriy of the crown or by the private ad-
ventures of its subjects. That she never had but one settle-
mant—the one at Nootka Sound, on Vancoaver's lsland ;

abandoned

i

as soon as these circumstances ceased in 1795—from that day
to this mever having besn restored. From all which they
pronounce the Spanish titke void and invalid.

They express the belief that this vexed question can be set-
ted and ought to be settled wi & resort to force, and with-
out impairing the honor or sucrificing the true interests of cither
nation.  In this belief [ fully and cordially coneur with them.
[fthe Administiation has taken any erroneous steps, [ trust
they will retrace them ; il they had determined heretofore to

ingist u their extreme claim to 54° 40/, I trust thay will
recede this demand as their predecessors have dome. 1
hope they will conjure up no phantom of mistaken honor to

pursue to the destroction of the pesce and best interests of
the country. I believe they czn, if they will, settle this ques-
tion honorubly, peaceably, and satisfuctorily. If they do so,
they will be sustained by nine-tenths of the American

nid in this they shull have my support os n Senator of the
United States, -

Mr. PEARCE then moved the printing of the memorial,
Mr. FAIRFIELD rose, not for the purpose of entering in-
to the disenssion, but simply to correct u_slight u*holl-
sion which the honorable Senator séemed to en in re-
ference to the cases which had been submitted to nrbitration
alluded to by him. He had not the books of reference before
him, but if the Senator would examine them, he would find
that the question submitted 1o arbitration in those cases was
not the question of titls, It was a mere submission of a geo-
graphical line in which the arbitrators had only 1o settle the
precise direction of a line already determined by the parties
The commissioners were not to enter upon the title, but sim-
ply to locate a line, on the face of the earth, showing where
boandary should be, which boundary had been already ngreed
upen. L was not such a question as was proposed here in
reference to Oregon, and the Senator's exultstion over these
cases as procadents was thesofore premature.  Instead of gain-
ing any thing we lad lost twe istands which of right belonged
to us, and hereupon gentlemen might say that o’ question of
title was involved. Not s, however ; for the commissioners
went further than they were authorized 10 do, and we ought
never (o have submitted to thgir award.  What was the ques-
tion submitied 10 the decision'df the King of the Netherlands?
Was it a question of title? Notatoll. And that decision

of
o what was a commission in name and form, but in fact was get aside for the very reason that he undertook to decide | alamm, it is now comparatively easy, and it is so itory by
_ 1 wo iscioners were appoint- | apon a title which he-was not authorized to do. He thought | settled and sbiding comviction that previous titls of either ;
ol by the respective e with mbm&:ﬁ that the cases cited by the Senator did pot support bis position. | %elf in henor bound to settle expross provision that
cion .ﬂ. exveuted their and made “hb%ﬂ“mu-ﬁ,mh, my object to prove that thd honor of etion, manner in which it origi
atwand, under which the United States now hold title 0 a cause it dil not the title made in the other case. 1| to that settlement. purpose,
v part of the then province of Maine. : we lost two islands and Great Britaio had got them, he sup- I will now advert to some facts having h the nations to offer and aceept &
B0, wo, in the treaty of Ghemt, jn- 1814, territorial rights posed she bad got the title to them ; the title he thought then | controversy in regard to the question of title. division. A
iy itted lo arbitration. Under the fourth section of | must have been in : Andlhe:r.:'ﬁdwvbinh I wdvert is, that from 1789 to h“liulun nald:une_wqum; ﬂimuu"hm
et treaty the rights of the respective Governments to certain The motion to print was sgreed 1o, the present | England hts been in the practical enjoyment heretofore imposes on us an imporative sottle
wlands in the bay of Passamaquodidy were referred to two g R .'_ Tl of nghts in lhldhpuudl.errilwy;inenzmdm 0.%?*““’ the controversy on the parallel of 49° if it can be done. In
e e Cnose ard was 1o be final, and if they dif | *  REMARKS OF Ma. JOHNSON, or Manrrayn, | ¥ith Bpain from the year 1792 ; in connexion with the Uni.| 1918 we proposed that i b sy g opbont g
fered the two Governments agreed to submit the points of dif- On the following de t.lu“tmnl" = inate the | 104 States, as standing upon our own title, before 1819 ; and togethor with the free navigation of the Columbia river ; in
ference to the decision of some Sovereign or State, SR Sy e o P 5 i by the express authority and recognition of the United States | 1824 we proposed the same line without the navigation of the
which was to be final and conclusive. ~ Under this reforence | 1reaty of joint ocrupancy came up as the special order, by the convention of the 20th of October, 1818, renewed on | river ; in 1826 the offer of 1818 was renewed. In 1843, un-
ited States established their title 1o Moose, Frederick, Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON, being entitled to the floor, | the Gth of August, 1827, and continued to the prosent hour— | der Mr. Tyler, whon the attention of this Government was

the United -
and Dudley islands, in the bay of Passamaquoddy.

Other sections of the sme treaty provided for the settlement
of our title to other portions of territory. By one of these
commissions the islands in the river St. Lawrence and the
Jakes from Ontario 1o Huron were apportioned between the

. W0 countries.

’ Another of these commissions, failing to settle the north-
eastern boundary, which was committed to them, the refer-

ence of that question was made in 1827 to the King of the

Netherlands.

Thas, under the wdministrations of General Washington,
Mr. Madison, and Mr. Adawms, the territorial rights of the
nation had been submitted Lo arbitration, with the concurrence
of the Benate in ench instance. Let it be remembered that
the men who thus declared that territorial rights were proper
subjects of arbitration, were the most illustrious men of their

- time, whose public purity and political intelligence eannot be
stained or discredited wi t disgrace Lo the national charac- |
ter. The country at large will have no difficulty in determin-
ing whether the Administration of this day are more enlight-
ened and more patriotic than those conscript fathers whose

. precedents they scout.

Hir, the intelligent men who reported this memorial knew
all these facts ; they had noticed also the speeches made in
Congress.  They saw the chairman of the Commitiee on Fo-
reign Affuins declaring that it was too late to consider the
question of title ; that the time had amived for action, for
possession ; that we stood commitied to the maintenance of
our title Lo the whole torritory up to 54° 40" ; that we were

1 by.the conw with Rassia in 1824, by which,
indeed, we had only abandoned a part of our extreme claim
under the Spanish cossion, yielding to that Power 6° 207 of
latitude, to which our title was perfectly good, if the Spanish
claim which we hnd purchased wae valid ; that we were com-
mitted by the ereed of the Baltimore Convention, by the elec-
tion of 1844, and by the invogural speech of the President,
That Senator said there was only one point remaining, whether
we had nerve to maintain our rights.  Perhaps, sir, I ought
to beg pardon of the Senate for the use of that word nerve,
which bas been ko lundied about here that I think the lexi-
cographers should furnish half a dozen new synonymes, and
leave that to be consaerated 1 ridicule hereafter.

The Oesmation frus ONS Udertok tr Pregare the hearis of
the people for war, by deriding the military power of England ;
decluring that her navy, in effoct, was reduced 10 one-third of
e bwmer power ; that we ean put more naval force afloat
thais she can send 10 meet it ; that she is the weakest of all
the five great Powers of Europe, and even the weskest Go-
YeErmment in the ll'm"l!], Deeayue th"y unable 0 endure re-
yomer and misfortunes ; that she was weak at home, weak in
:::" :’:!':::Mﬂ-m. woak in her councils, and weak in her inter-

he wetnorialiste differ from the Senator in all this. They

-y l.h‘;' while they have full confidenes in the cournge and
:nh::i: “eTies of their countrymen, they should be false to
o ,:;1’.::.-1 ."n.r.r mI"h and u: the true imrm_m of the coun-
wet doubt the i1 “‘“"' any such nusapprehension.  They do
British people 'I“l'\‘ renown and undecayed power of the
+ 1 differ, 100, fiom the Senator: but I do not

propose Lo . : 3
o fn u:::-l'l;.;‘:::.,"l"“m“ of his, becauee [ think they

g which an ingenious theman m.
eantly impose vpon himself, eatinot foree “::: the t.”w:;'_
tion of any one ‘.”[‘"‘ Besides, if hostilities must come, we
_llllll not stop to inguire (. power of our advorsare excert an
it may be BECERATY 10 tesint npd 1 avereome it “", constite-
ents uniderstood this and f.'ll”" ‘Peeches, made by S{-r“o- Renn-
tors here, of mature political ey, rience, sx stimalants to that

war spirit which weldom requires exciement when nationsl
rights are invaded. If any thing conld hgve made Chern dosi
thin, it would have Leen the PEITYEEE hemies in-lu'l-v:rm
lry motne pulllif IPIEIII'I on this question, If the lrmln“-r had
not been too serions, every one must hase laughed at the px.
traordinary rhetorie, good, bad, and indifforent, which fas el
displayed on this subjeet,  Why, sir, the Amer an eagle has
been illustrated in ways unheard of since the 41} duy of July
1776, through each recurrenes of that gloricos nuniv.-raun:
down to the present time.  Sometimos he has boen represent-
ed an sowring beyond mortal vision, into the regions of dewti-
uy ¢ then wooping from his pride of place to pounce on the

British lion mo.t unfairly, while he was down, and make
him spuat blood like o whale.  Sometimes he has leen 2o gro,

addressed the Senate nearly as follows :

§iFET
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ter to avoid all mistake, that the
writing, in order that it might
Senutor from ll'&!‘“llll. (Mr. Haxy

made on Thursday, and though a week has nearly elupsed
since that time, mwhmnﬂnﬂu{o of both

on that subject, wo have from that day to this heard from nei-
ther of the gentlemen the slightest inlimation that the eon-
struction given to the message by the Senutor from North Ca-

rolina was not a true ope,

Mr, HANNEGAN. [refer the Senator to the columns of
the ment K

4 JOHW Very well. I am glad to bear, from
one who has a right to know what all the relations of the Pre-
sident are, that the paper he allodes to is *the government
paper ;" because, as I read what is in the government paper
to which he refers, it seems to me as clear as the sun at noon

nators from Indiana and Ohio were wrong. It was not my
purpose o have made use of extracts from that paper, ns the
organ of the Government by name ; but now we have it ad-
mitted from very high authority that that paper is the organ
of the Government. [ believe, however, thore was a time
when the Senator from Indiann would have very promptly is-

cluimed the authority of that organ.
Mr. HANNEGAN. I.do not speak heyond the authority
which I find in the itself.

Mr. JOHNSON. “T'hat is quite sufficient. 1 am content
with the Senator's judgment as being quite corroct.  But, to
resume. On Friday night, after the scene to which I have al-
luded, and which apparently threw so much dismay. over the
Afew or the many (whether they are few or many will appear
bereafter) who go for 54° 40’ or a war, and after ‘the atten-
tion of the Prevident must have been called to what had pass-
ed in this chamlier, we are tokl, in relation to the comluct
which the President is likely o pursue in this controversy, that
#“his future course must be judged by his past conduct;” that
is, whether he will accept the offer of 49° may be decided by
the fact that he fonnerly offored 49°. Nor is this all. ‘In
cautions and honeyed words, (of which the editor of that print
ia 80 te u master, ) he reads a mild lecture to the Sena-
tors from Indinna and and all who eoncur with them in

those Senators, and their evident desire to set the public right | isi

that the Senator from North Carolina was right, and the Se- | said
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that treuty a right to go quite
pluces it on the expross

ocean.  And fiom the earliest period, ever since
was the date of the treaty of Utrecht, that
be foupd en every map of suthority from that day to

it n doctrine (brouched, us I believe, b
first time by Mr. Greenhow) is that that line never was in
fact run. ¥, Sir, it never was conl to be run
Physically. The treaty does not say thst it shall ba run ; the
treaty says that it shall be *“described,” snd it was so de-
scribiid, as we contend on the authority of Mr. Monroe, de-
rived from President Madison. It was described as intended
to run on the 49th parallel of latitude, indefinitely—that is,
to the scean.

I moke bold to soy that, at the period of the 5th of Sep-
tember, 1804, no agent of I.Imqurnm?:dhg ?m?‘:
pretended to any cluim on our part bey a line of

lolhitlia{a'lhalmr title was clurunlymlenmllla,
[think it is. But, in the ¢ondition in which our
stands, I hold that necessity demands
there
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i udnchimudhiu;nﬂhofﬁd“fﬂ’;m&
is no other Government which asserts a title lo the
puntry between the parallels of 42 and 54 but England and
United States, :
ow should we have to settle this if it was a new question ?
r ve induced the subjects of Great Britvin to come
country and hold it in common with ourselves, under
the treaty of 1818 ; and after we have renewed that treaty

A

g

7
5

their views of this matter. Afer saying of Benators on this
“dmw.whomnidmdy?‘oyin b
cations which took place on the other side of if, and chuckling
over what the storm foreboded, the editor on to say,
“* The generous spirit of the Senators will ent their repe-
tition.”  Our friends from Indiuna and Ohio are no longer
#eon catechising the Senator from North Caroline.  ** They
are all the frionds of the President.” As much as Lo say to
the Benator from Indiana, Itis all useless. ¢ No evanescent
* remarks will swerve him from hig course, nor disturh that
self-balance] i

course of duty regardless of all difficulties, come they from
what source they may.
“President, then [ coneeive that the S

g

g the corrus- |

mind of the Chief Magistrate will proceed in the [ gres:
If that is given by uuﬂmm'iy from [*
from Tudi

n 1827, leaving the question of sovereignty undecided ; and
JBor we ke poriiisiant inviie® Sigiond fo Gati A
wn over them as we propose to ektend ours, what does mag-
nimity and  real honor require at our hands ?  Obviously a
ir and honorable division of the territory. And if this can
done by the adoption of a line jarly appropriate to
| €onstitute a boundary, then 1 hold it is proper, on our part, to
ifix on such a line. Now, I ask is our boundary with
: possessions east of the Rocky Mountains? The
of 49, What natoral

is the most and.?ﬁumw
pudopt west of those @untains ?  The parallel of 49. Wlat
i of the treaty

w
£

:

it honorable in a high-
inded nation to tell the sabjects of another nution to come

is tho leader of a forlon @bpe. [A laagh.
_Mr. HANNEGAN. A.,:opo,[ hm,] that will lead to

It is with unaffected embarrassment [ rise to address the
Senate on the subject now under consideration ; but its great
importance s the momentous issues involved in its final set-
tUement are such as compel me, notwithstanding my distrast
of my own ability to be useful to my country, 10 make the at-
tempt.  We have all felt that, at one time at least, (I trum
that time is now past,) we were in imminent danger of
war. From the moment the President of the United States
deemed it right and becoming, in the fimt step of his official
‘duty, to announce to the world that our title to Oregon was
elear and uoquestionable, down 16 the period of his message to
Congress in December lnst, when he reiterated the declara-
tion, [ could not see how it was possible that war shoull be
averted.  That apprehension was rendered much more in-
tense from the characwr of the debutes, not in this cham-
ber, but elsewhere, us well as from the speeches of some
of the President’s political friends within this chamber. |
could not but liden with alarm and dismay to what fell from
the very distinguished and experienced Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. Cass) at an early period of this debate ; and then
to what I heard from the Senator from Indisna, (Mr. Hax-
spean ;) and, above all, to what wan- said by the Senator
from Olito, (Mr. Avuxy,) the chairman of the Commiltes on
Foreign Relutions, who, in my simplicity, 1 supposed must
necessarily be apprized of the views of the Government in re-
gard to the foreign concerns of the country. Supposing the
candition of the country to be what it was represented to be
by the three Senators, | could not imagine how it could be
possible that that most' direful of all human calamitios, war,
was 1o be avoided ; wnd | was nocondingly prepared to my, on
the hypothesis of the Senator trom Michigan, that if the ef-
forta ot negotiation should fail, war was—I will not say, in the
| ge of the h ble Senator, ** inevitable,” becanse that
phrase seems on some aceount not to be in favor with that
genteman—abut I will use hix own paraphrose on his own ex-
pression, and say [ thought that ** war must come.™
What did they represent 1o be the eonditien of the nation ?
I speak now more particularly of the last two Senators, from
Indiany and Obio.  They told us that negotistion wes at an
el § that we were now thrown back on onr original righus
that our title to the whale country was bayond all question ;
and that the national honor must be forfeited if that title should
not be muintained by force of arms. | felt that he must have
been a careless and a profitless reader of English history who
eould indulge the hope that, if such was to be the course and
conduct of this country, war was not inevitable. ‘Then, in
addition 1o my own opinion, [ beard it admitted by the honor-
able Senator from Michigan, with that perfect candor which
alwaye distinguishes him on this floor, that, in his opinion,
England would never rocede, and that war would be the ne-
censary
I now rejoice in hoping and believing, from what' T have
subwequently heard, that the fears of the Senate, as well as
own were, na [ think, unfounded. Since
then the statesmanlike view taken by the Senator from New
York who first addressed us, (Mr. Dix,) and by the Senator
from Missouri, (Mr. Bexwrox,) to whom this whole question
is un familiar as a household term—and the spirit of peace
breathed in every sentonee and word uttered b both (hese
gentlemen—have fully satisfied me that, so far ns depends
apon them, a fuir and liberal compromise of our difficulties
would not be in want of willing and zealous advocates.

And this hope has been yet more strengthened by the re- |
cent apeech of the Bentor from North Carolina, (Mr. Har-

woon, ) not now in his place. K , an [ thought T did
fntionati velations, both ‘mpalilicll,-h'mhtha;

Henatar bears

a space of more than fifty years.
ed these rights is another subject of inquiry ; but that

To what extent she enjoy-

practically alleged the possession of rights on that coast ; that
those rights were recognised by Spuin, and from 1792 to 1818
practically recogrised by the United States, and fiom 1818 to
this duy expresily recognised by treaty, are facts about which
there can be no controversy,  How did she maiutain the rights
thus practically exercised ! Whence were they derived ? (whe-
ther correctly or not, in ancther question ;) but whence did
she pretend 10 derive them ! First, from discoveries of her
own, Her second ground was, that that whole territory was
in such a condition that no exclusive right of sovereiguty over
it existed in any nation, and that the convention of Nootka
was founded on the principle that the const and territory were
in such anomalous condition as 1o be open to settlement nnd
occupation by any and every nation wherever settloments hai
not previously been made.  This was the ground assumed by
England. What stood in the way of its acknowledgment ?
First, the Spanish title acquired by discovery and alleged sub-
sequent possession ; secondly, the American title asserted on
the ground of discovery amd possession ; and thind, the Ros-
sian title supported in the same way.

While England was in the exercise of these rights, by whom
were they ever questioned’ Not by the Uniled States, tifl
recently 5 not by Spain, after the treaty of 1790 ; not by Rus-
win, after her treaty with England in 1824. And, as far as
we ore concerued, our treaty in 1827 went on the admission
(or else those who negotinted it were false 1o their trust) that
there were some rights in England in some portion of that
territory.  Now, when the treaty of 1818 was made, the Uni-
ted States Government waa far l‘:um claiming a right to the
country under the Spanish title ; for we claimed on our own
right directly against the title of Spain. We claimed by our
own discovery and onr own settlement, made in the exercise
of our own alleged national rights—rights that were inconsist-
ent with the title of any body else, whether that title was al-
leged to rest on discovory, poasession, or any other ground.
From 1775 to this day, Spain has never had possession of any
part of the territory north of 42° ; and, during the greater part
of that time, having lost her possessions in the interior and
lowt all her Am-rican colonies of every kind, she has had no
footholil since 1819 on the American continent. From 1795

abandonment of the const, if we claimed under Spminin 1819,
might not our title well bo said to be harred also

‘Now, in my judgment, it would be better for the respective
pretensiorh of the parties if the Nootka convention of 1790
won held 1o be wenpmated by the war of "06 and never revived.
If that convention was terminated and the English posseasions
in Oregon are not 1o be attributed to it, and not considered as
being cedail Ly that treaty, then her pomsession is adverse to
Spain and all the world,  And if her possession in Oregon
has boen adverse 1o the title of Spain, from 1796 to 1819,
Spain having abandoned this part of the continent ever since
1795, T would like to know whether the adverse righta of
England, as against Spain, might not be well defanded.

I am not bere 1o conterd that the eonvention of 1790 was
abrogated by the war of 1706, or that it was not; or that it
was revived hy the treaty of 1814, which made provision for
the revival of commercial treaties botween the two nations.
What I maintain is, that it would be better for onr title to con-
sider the treaty of 1700 an in foree than as annulled.

How did we (until lately) undertake to make out our title?

0 INTH i twenty-four years ; and if Spain was barred by the | f;

with their laws ; to invite them over and over again to ex-
fend their p ssessions in the country ; and then, sfter we have
fgot them in, they fondly believing that they were to live

umanﬂm- law and British power, 1o say

5 thes same “ Retire, go out of the country, or

Spain has relinquished oll | lege

lﬁlm-’mmhﬂ'ﬂﬂsu‘“lbm
;hww:. : y Benatar, li‘l:hhhmdd'
i i i the Sonal sl sy G b o o
dan me for saying so,) y st the vame time that
he feargd » war, and h the last in the
land to desire it ; and I do o« if a

ixson,) who commenced his speech by us that he
would our title up to 54° 40’ 10 all who w
listen, and who talked *o us abudt the regard of Heaven
to us in tones which threatened war or 54° 40/,
v R g i
49°,
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inGod she never may.) The thinks,
thatif she can get Russia to join with her, and France top,
Mexico to sid both, she may pluck upcourage

i

and has

apparent weakness, she dare not repudiate her debt—a privi-
which it seems the United States have,

Mr. ALLEN. [say that the word ion was not
used by me ; but the Senator knows that a state of war sus-

the interest due on foreign debts. And she would not
have this relief, because her debt is owing at home,

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not mean tosay that war suspend-
ed the payment of her own debt. 1 was speaking of her own
debt. Yet, inthe same breath, the Senator said that England
dure nof repudiate, and he finally held her up to the world as
“a .”  And this was 10 inspire us with a sense of her
mm But, to deepen thatimpression still more—
to remove all dread of England to an infinite distunce,
went on to tell us that England is as feeble as an unborn in-
fant. And by way of stating a fact, which genius only was
qwqhmtmwm[u;dlmlﬁk]inun"um
in the lap of ” ler,

11msaﬂewrmmmm' i uiul’ wmhm}
a war with England to frighten us it navy
Give us but twelve months’ notice, (and this we shull have by
the treaty,) and we should have a larger navy than England
ever had. Thank God for that! And then, I suppose that

g

wer with that of England, give ustwo years’ nolice, and we
r}nmnm'ygmw than the whole, But how is this
navy of ours to be obtained ?

ment to be perfectly correct ; and he went so far as to tell
that there was not one of those vessols but would
match for a British frigate! And, os for steamers,

had none quite so large as those lately built in
we could muke ours go twenty-seven miles
suppose, would be n very great

again drawn o the authority wis given to our Minis-
ter to renew the offers of 1218 and 1826, both as to the line
and the river. -

Such was the condition of the subject when Mr. Polk came
into the Presidential chair. And what was his opinion ? 1

said that, in my judgment, the previous conduct of the Gov- | things

ernment croated a moral obligation of as great a binding fores
as any moral obligation can to aceept the line of 49°
il it can be obtained. What says the President in his annual
message :

“*In deference to'what had been done by my

andd especially in idernti proposi ol compromise
had been thrice made by two preeeding Admini s, toadjust
the question on the paraliel of forty-nine degrees, and in two of
them yielding to Grest Bri lheim navigution of the Colum-
bia, and that the pending negbtistion had ecommenced on
the busis of compromise, 1 deemed it to be my duty not abruptly

A

tobreakitoff, = * » propasition was ingly made,

which was rejected by the British Hmipam. u.f Py

The proposition thus offered and rejected, repeated the offer

of the parullel of forty-nine degrees of north Istitude, which

hiad been made by two preceding Administrations, ke, * *

Hiued this been a new i ing under di 1on for the
have been made

a“t. CASS. I will tell you about that when the time comes. |

A e Soknson. lal.u--;:hhuu;: 'He may
m,::v:h’m hﬂ'ﬁh.k?:‘nm
doube thl o due Ume & Gvety will come-tedors e, n apte
of the opposition of the s friends ns well ay, of his
eneres.
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if all the other European Powers should unite their naval |
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coasts, our ravaged cities, and, above all, place us, where God
intended we shoul® be, really and truly at pesce with our
fellow-men.

I am bold to say—and T say it in no spirit of
of the valor of my countrymen—I say it with a full eonviction

that they are equal to any emergency—Ilet war come upon us

Krst time, this proposition would not 3
extmordinary and wholly inadmissible demands of the British
Government, and the rejeetion of the proposition made in de-
ferenee alone to what hud been done by my predecessors, and
the implicd wbligation swhich their acts seemed to impose, afford
sati evidenee that no compromise which the United
States ought Lo nocept can be 24
Impose on whom ?  On me, James K. Polk? Noy im-
pose on the American nation, of which he was the mere re-
p tative : an oblig arising from the fact that, on four
different occasions, this offer had been authorized ; so that the
honar of the nation bound him now to renew it.  He renews
accordingly the offor of 1824, that is, the line of 49 ; but,
with the excoption of the navigation of the Columbia river, at
the same time giving England some minor but substantial ad-
vaniages in lieu of it. The question I now propose to the friends
of the President on this floor (and it is a very obvious one) is
this : If the previous offers of this Government in 1818, 1824,
1826, and their renewal in 1843, ereated an implied obliga-
tion on the President to settle our controversy on the same
termig, is nol that obligation how imporative than ever,.
rom the fact that the President himsell has repeated that very
offiet ? ¢ Wha is James K. Polk ' wax a ‘question once ask-
ed. ' We all know now who he is, though there are some who
do not know what he is, He is the President of the United
States.  He speaks for the wholo country ; he is vested with
the authority so to speak, and his acte, in the exerciss of that
authority, nre as binding on the United States as the acts of
any of his predecessors ; they can create an obligation, ex-
press or impliecd, just as strong as the acts of his predecessors
eould do. If, in making his offer to England, he was under
obligation from the acts of his predecessors, how ean any man
deny that, having made that oflir, be is not bound to accrpt
it if it shall come to him from the other side ? v
Bupposing ho shall refose it, and go with the Senator from
Indinna for 51° 40, what will be the judgment of the world
when England asks us to settle this ion of title on terms
which we have five times recognised as justand fair?  There
‘ean be but one opinion.  'What was right and proper in 1818,
right and proper in 1824, right and proper in 1826, right and
proper in 1843, right and proper in 1845, i right and proper
now. Lot us go to war as soon aw we think after the

I

First, from the tiscovery of the I of the Columbia ri-
ver by Gray, nnd from his entranee into the river and wailing
some distance up its stream. [ have no doubt that he did dis
cover it and did entor it.  Bocondly, from the exploration of
the river from its head-waters down to the ocean by Lewis

and Clarke.  Of that exploration there ean be no doubt,

the ., P

to the Chief Magistrate—knowing, ton, that,
s chairman of the Committes on Commeres, it was his spe-
il duty to become informed in regard 1o all matters having a |
bearing on the foreign rolations of the country, I did not
doubt, and [ do not now doulnt, that every thing he mid with
regard 1o the determination of the President ts necopt, if of-
fered by the British Government, the same terms which he
had himuelf proposed in July lat, wan perfectly well founded,
i thiat wush an offer, if made, would be aceepted, T do not

esquely dqn.'f.-f! that it was doubiful whether he was any es

nenn o sy, becase 1 did not so ond I the Senator,
that, in addressing this body with regard to the opinions or
Purperes of the Peesident, he spoke by any express and delo-
gated .'Illllmrjt!‘

Thirdly, from the trenty of Louisiana ; and fourthly, from the
Plorida treaty in 1819,

Now the Senate will at once pereeive that, so far as these
several grounds of title go, they are inconsistent with the va.
lidity of each other. If we had a right to Orogon in 1818
we had that right hy our own diseovery. 17 we had no rights
there then, it must have been boeause the tithe was either in
France or 8pain.  And then if we derlved a valid title from
France thern was no title in Spuin, I we derive our title
from Spain, then it ean only be becnuse we had no title from
our own discovery or from the transfer of the country by
Franee.

But 1 do mean to sy thut I have no doubt,  If we look at the diplomatic correspondence which precoded |

usal of such an offer, and I use no extiavagant NT
when I say that from ane end of the civilized world to
o'her the absolule and unmixed reprobation of the American
character, the and permanent dingrace of the American
name, will dssuredly follow,

But I have no iden, not the most remote, that we are- to be
subjeeted to any such degradation. I have an abiding, a set-
tlod confilonce, which [ know eannot deceive me, that no
man standing in the relations in which the President admits
himself to be placed, and acting under an obligation which he
admits 1o be binding, and with a Senato beside him which 1
muke hold to say will, by mueli more than the constitational
majority, aflirm such an adjostment as T have referred to, will

rofuss to make it, provided Englwnd gives him the opportuni- | ™"

ty. 1 sponk from an nesurance derived from no other soarce
than that which I have before me on this floor.  T'he Benator
from New York who fiest addressed us, (Mr. Dix,) and the
Benator from Missonri who followed him, (Mr. ENTON, )

The | and over again, and the

we have d our own terms, offered by us over
responsibility of those who shall bring
it npon us will be not only_heavy enough to sink a navy, but
will cause them to live, as Jong as God shall wffer them to

i sailor,  Yet
Ohio seefins to think that in that negotiation the
was seriously injured, :
Mr. SEVIER. If tho Senator will pardon the interrup-
tion, [ should be glad to ask his suthority for stating that such
was the remark of Lord Aberdeen ?

Mr. JOHNSON. T spesk from persooal suthority. I

If such ends can be accomplished by negotistion, if wuch
ends have been I Senntors, in jus-
tice to themse in charity to the o ane
anid all, what [ have no wigh should be the deter-

have both admitted, almost in words, certainly in epirit, that

—

{

ratives are all now employed, their wages thirty three per cent.
higher than in 1842, and the glass is of suporior manufcture
1o a foreign articlo. Three millions of dollars are annually
expended in American materinls and labor by our manufactu-
rers in this branch of industry, and not twenty-four thousand
dollars for foreign preducts. If the proposed reduction of the
tarifl taken place, it will in a great measure destroy the Ameri-

¢ | can manufactories of fint glass, throw a grest number out of
pardon | employment, and destrdy the consumption of the products of

American labor to the amount of a million and » half of dol-
lars.  This money will go to Europe to pay for European pro-
ducts and European labor. This interest particularly requires
protection, because there are so many interests benefited, the
whole materials used coming from the bowaels of the earth,
and aro therefore o clear gain to the country.

The Martindburg (Va.) Gazette, one of tho very best of
the inland papers, has entered upon its forty-seventh velume,
and will heroufter be published by Messrs. J. E. Steuart and
H. K. Gregg. Mr. 8. will atill continue to be its editor.




